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tive and analytical diagnostic devices, and (5) classroom
adaptations of laboratory methods of investigation.1
By combining these methods oi study the teacher may find
out a great deal about the intellectual, biological, and tem-
peramental endowments of the individual. He may also
discover the environmental and educational conditions
which give a particular personality the best chance to
develop.
Observation, — The technique of observation has already
been discussed at some length on pages 141-144 and 264-268.
The first problem is to select the most significant behavior
to observe. First of all any teacher can observe the general
impression which the child makes on him. This is impor-
tant because the child may be helped to correct certain man-
nerisms and personal habits that are causing other persons
to respond unfavorably to him.
The special abilities that should be studied are: construc-
tive and manual ability, understanding of number and
forms, verbal fluency, memory of different kinds, under-
standing of common concepts, imagination, ability to see
relationships, attention and power of concentration, speed
in thinking and understanding, and last, but far from least,
ability to get along with other children and live comfortably
with both children and adults. How he reacts to adults, to
other children, to difficulty, what his interests are, and what
things give him satisfaction are important to observe.
The following specific habits may be observed informally
in the course of the school day:
1. How does the child behave toward strangers?
Does he, of his own accord, engage in conversation with
them?
Does he respond when they speak to him?
Does he respond only when they smile and invite him to
join them?
Does he respond only when he is urged to join them?
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